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(54) Polarisation modulation for optical transmission 



(57) There is disclosed a method of transmitting in- 
formation on a light signal, comprising generating a light 
signal and adjusting the polarisation value of the light 
signal to one of at least two values in dependence on 
one of at least two values of information to be transmit- 



ted. A method of receiving such a light signal is also dis- 
closed, as well as transmitter and receiver circuitry for 
implementing the method. In a preferred embodiment, 
the light signal is modulated and the optical link thereby 
becomes a dual channel link. 
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Description 
Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to the encoding 
of data for the transmission ot data on an optical link 
using polarisation modulation, and specifically but not 
exclusively to such polarisation modulation in combina- 
tion with known modulation techniques. 

Background to the Invention 

[0002] The most commonly used technique for trans- 
mitting information using an optical link involves trans- 
mitting or not transmitting a light signal to represent a 
binary 1 or a binary 0. That is, a light source is switched 
on or off to represent a binary sequence. At the receiver, 
the presence or absence of light is detected to decode 
a binary sequence. In practice the light source is not 
switched off to represent a binary 0, but rather attenu- 
ated to a low level. 

[0003] In a more advanced optical transmission ar- 
rangement, a light signal is polarised through a plurality 
of different angles, and each polarised component is 
modulated. Each polarised component thus forms a 
channel, and the system is a multi-channel system. The 
modulation technique for each channel may be ampli- 
tude, phase or frequency. At the receiver the optical sig- 
nal is passed through polarisation filters (filters), and it 
is important that the signal values are not lost. In order 
to ensure the signal values are not lost complex tech- 
niques are applied which increase the systems ex- 
pense. Such systems are still in the experimental stage. 
[0004] It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to provide an optical communication system which em- 
ploys a simple polarisation encoding technique. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0005] According to the present invention there is pro- 
vided a method ol transmitting information on a light sig- 
nal, comprising: generating a light signal; and adjusting 
the polarisation value of the light signal to one of at least 
two values in dependence on one ot at least two values 
of information to be transmitted. 

[0006] The present invention thus provides a simple 
polarisation modulation technique which is analogous 
to amplitude shift key (ASK) modulation, f requency shift 
key (FSK) modulation, and phase shift key (PSK) mod- 
ulation. The polarisation modulation technique may be 
called polarisation shift key modulation (PolSK). 
[0007] The method may further comprise the step of 
further modulating the light signal. The further modula- 
tion is in addition to the polarisation shift key modulation. 
The modulation step may comprise amplitude modula- 
tion. 

[0008] The invention also provides an optical trans- 
mitter comprising: a light source for generating a light 



signal; and polarisation adjustment means connected to 
receive the light signal and an information signal having 
one of at least two values, wherein the polarisation value 
of the light signal is adjusted to one of at least two values 
5 in dependence on the information signal. 

[0009] The optical transmitter may further comprise 
modulation means adapted to modulate the light signal. 
The modulation means may be an amplitude modulation 
means. 

10 [0010] The invention also provides a method of re- 
ceiving information, the information having been trans- 
mitted by means of a light signal having one of at least 
two polarisation values representing one of at least two 
information values, the method comprising detecting the 
15 polarisation value of the transmitted light signal. 

[0011] The transmitted signal may be amplitude mod- 
ulated, the method lurther comprising the step of ampli- 
tude demodulation of the light of the transmitted signal. 
[0012] The invention also provides an optical receiver 
20 for receiving a light signal having one of at least two po- 
larisation values, each polarisation value representing 
one of at least two values of information, comprising a 
polarisation detector connected to receive the light sig- 
nal and for detecting the polarisation value of the light 
25 signal. 

[0013] The light signal may be further modulated by 
other means, the optical receiver further comprising a 
demodulator for the other modulation connected prior to 
the polarisation detector. 

30 

Brief Description of The Drawings 
[0014] 

35 Figure 1 illustrates one embodiment of the optical 
transmission system of the present invention; 
Figure 2 illustrates a further embodiment of the op- 
tical transmission scheme of the present invention; 
Figure 3 illustrates an implementation of an embod- 
40 iment of the present invention utilising additional 
modulation techniques; 

Figure 4 illustrates an implementation of the em- 
bodiment of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 illustrates an alternative implementation of 
45 the embodiment of Figure 4; and 

Figures 6(a) to 6(c) illustrate the transmitted signal 
at various stages of the transmission process in the 
implementations of Figures 4 and 5. 

so Description of Preferred Emb odiments 

[0015] Referring to Figure 1 there is illustrated a sche- 
matic drawing of an optical transmission system embod- 
ying the principles of the present invention. The optical 
55 transmission system includes a laser source 2 and a po- 
larisation detector 4. In this simple schematic the laser 
source comprises the transmitter and the polarisation 
detector comprises the receiver. 
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[001 6] The laser source 2 receives an information sig- 
nal to be transmitted on an input signal line 8. In this 
example the information signal is the binary sequence 
0,0, 1 . The laser source 2 is capable of generating a light 
signal having one of two polarisation values, preferably 
0° and 90°. The laser source 2 operates responsive to 
the binary values on the input signal line such that the 
one of the two polarisation values is selected responsive 
to the one of the two binary values. Thus the laser 
source 2 outputs a light signal on the transmitter output 
on line 10 which has a polarity of 0° for a binary value 
of 0 and a polarity of 90° for a binary value of 1 . 
[001 7] The transmitter output on line 1 0 is then trans- 
mitted on the optical link 6, such as an optical fibre, and 
received at the receiver at the receiver input on line 1 2. 
The receiver input on line 12 is connected to the polar- 
isation detector 4 which is capable of detecting the po- 
larisation value of the received signal. Thus the polari- 
sation detector 4 detects a polarisation value of 0° or 
90°, and responsive to these two polarisation values 
outputs a binary 0 or a binary 1 on the receiver output 
on line 14. Thus the receiver output on line 14 carries 
the binary sequence 0,0,1 corresponding to the binary 
sequence 0 5 0,1 on the transmitter input. 
[001 8] It can thus be appreciated that the laser source 
2 generates a polarisation shift key modulated light sig- 
nal, and the polarisation detector 4 functions as a de- 
modulator for the polarisation shift key modulated sig- 
nal. 

[001 9] It will be appreciated that some control means 
must be provided in both the transmitter and receiver for 
timing the signals. The implementation of this is outside 
the scope of the invention and will be well understood 
by one skilled in the art. 

[0020] Referring to Figure 2, an alternative implemen- 
tation of the transmitter for implementing the present in- 
vention is shown. In Figure 2 the transmitter includes a 
pair of laser sources 16 and 18 and a polarisation coder 
20. Each of the laser sources 16 and 18 is capable of 
generating a light signal having a single polarisation val- 
ue. For the purposes of this example the laser source 
16 generates a light signal having a polarisation value 
of 0° online 22 and the laser source 18 generates a light 
signal having a polarisation value of 90° on line 24. Each 
of the laser sources 16 and 18 continuously generate 
their respective light signals. 

[0021] The polarisation coder 20 receives as inputs 
the two polarised light signals on lines 22 and 24, and 
also receives the information values to be transmitted 
on the input signal line 8. As in the example of Figure 1, 
the information values to be transmitted are the binary 
sequence 0,0,1 . The polarisation coder acts on the light 
signals on lines 22 and 24 to select them onto the trans- 
mitter output in dependence on the current value of the 
information signal. Thus if the information value current- 
ly has the value binary () the light signal having a polar- 
isation value of 0° is selected an output on the transmit- 
ter output on line 10. If the information signal currently 



has a value of binary 1 then the light signal having the 
polarisation value of 90° is selected and output on the 
transmitter output on line 10. 

[0022] The polarisation encoder 20 of Figure 2 oper- 
s ates as a polarisation shift key modulator, and the po- 
larisation detector 4 again functions as a demodulator. 
[0023] For the same information signal values, the 
signal on the transmitter output line 1 0 is thus the same 
in Figures 1 and 2. The receiver is constructed identi- 
w cally in Figures 1 and 2, and the receiver of Figure 2 
thus operates identically to that of Figure 1 to recover 
the information values 0,0,1 on the receiver output on 
line 14. 

[0024] Thus it can be appreciated that the polarisation 
15 of the light signal is used to convey the information from 
the transmitter to the receiver. In this example the light 
signal may have one of two polarisation values and may 
thus conveniently be used to represent binary values. It 
will be appreciated that the light signal may be more 
20 ■ carefully controlled to have one of more than two polar- 
isation values to represent a greater number of informa- 
tion values. 

[0025] Referring now to Figure 3, there is shown a fur- 
ther preferred embodiment of an optical communication 
25 system according to the present invention. The trans- 
mitter of Figure 3 is modified to include a modulator 32 
in addition to the laser source 2. The receiver of Figure 
3 is modified to include a demodulator 40 in addition to 
the polarisation detector 4 of Figure 1 . 
30 [0026] In the transmitter, the laser source is connect- 
ed as in Figure 1 to receive the information signal on 
line 8, carrying the binary sequence 0,0,1 to be trans- 
mitted. The thus generated light signal having polarisa- 
tion values of 0° and 90° corresponding to the binary 
35 values 0 and 1 is presented on an output signal line 30 
to the modulator 30. The light signal on the line 30 is 
illustrated in Figure 5(a). As can be seen, the light signal 
has a polarity of 0 0 J 0°,90 0 corresponding to the binary 
values 0,0,1 of the information signal on input line 8. 
40 [0027] The modulator 32 receives the light signal of 
Figure 6(a) on line 30 and a modulation signal MOD on 
line 54. The modulation signal may represent any type 
of signal modulation, such as ASK, FSK, PSK. The mod- 
ulator 32 modulates the signal on line 30 in accordance 
45 with the modulation signal MOD, and the thus modulat- 
ed light signal is output on the transmitter output on line 
10 and propagated in the optical link 6. 
[0028] In the receiver, the transmitted signal is re- 
ceived on the input signal line on line 1 2 which is con- 
so nected to the demodulator 40. The demodulator 40 de- 
modulates the transmitted signal on line 12 and gener- 
ates the demodulated signal on line 50. The demodu- 
lated signal is then presented additionally on line 42 to 
the polarisation detector 4. The polarisation detector 4 
55 corresponds to the polarisation detector 4 of Figure 1 
and generates the recovered information signal on line 
14. 

[0029] It can thus be understood from the foregoing 
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description with reference to Figure 3 that the technique 
according to this preferred embodiment of the invention 
results in the transmission of two separate channels of 
data on the single light signal. One channel is represent- 
ed by the polarisation encoding on the light signal, and * 
the other channel is represented by the modulation of 
the light signal. Thus every pulse time period carries two 
channels of data. 

[0030] The laser source generates a polarisation shift 
key modulated signal, and the polarisation detector de- * 
modulates the thus modulated signal. 
[0031] Referring now to Figure 4, a specific example 
of the optical transmission system of Figure 3 utilising 
amplitude modulation will now be described with further 
reference to Figure 6. 

[0032] In Figure 4 the modulator 32 of Figure 3 is im- 
plemented as an amplitude modulator 33. The ampli- 
tude modulator 33 receives an amplitude modulation 
signal on the modulation input signal line 54. In this spe- 
cific example the amplitude modulation signal is the bi- 
nary sequence 1,0,1. The amplitude modulation se- 
quence 1 ,0,1 on line 54 is illustrated in Figure 6(b). 
[0033] The output of the amplitude modulator on line 
1 0 is illustrated in Figure 6(c). As can be seen, the trans- 
mitted signal is amplitude modulated and polarisation 
•modulated', thus allowing two sets of information to be 
carried simultaneously on the same signal line. 
[0034] At the receiver side, the transmitted signal 
shown in Figure 6(c) is received at the receiver input on 
line 12. The demodulator 40 of Figure 3 is implemented 
by an amplitude demodulator 44 which is connected to 
receive the transmitted signal on the receiver input 12. 
The amplitude demodulator amplitude demodulates the 
transmitted signal and outputs the demodulated signal 
on line 52. Thus the line 52 carries the binary sequence 
1 ,0,1 representing the modulation applied to the trans- 
mitted signal. The amplitude demodulator also supplies 
the amplitude demodulated signal on line 46 to the po- 
larisation detector 4. The polarisation detector 4, as be- 
fore, detects the polarisation of the signal on line 46 and 
consequently generates the binary sequence 0,0,1 on 
line 14. 

[0035] The laser source generates a polarisation shift 
key modulated signal, and the polarisation detector de- 
modulates the thus modulated signal. Finally, referring 
to Figure 5, there is illustrated an alternative implemen- 
tation of the transmitter of Figure 4. The transmitter of 
Figure 5 includes a laser source 34, an amplitude mod- 
ulator 33 and a polarisation coder 20. The receiver im- 
plementation of Figure 5 corresponds identically to the 
receiver implementation of Figure 4. 
[0036] The laser source 34 of Figure 5 generates a 
light signal, but differs from the laser source of Figure 4 
in that it provides no control over the polarity of the light 
signal. The light signal thus generated on line 36 is input 
to the amplitude modulator 33 where the light signal is 
amplitude modulated by the signal sequence 1,0,1 on 
input line 54 as before. The thus amplitude modulated 



signal is output on line 36 to the polarisation coder 20. 
The polarisation coder 20 also receives the information 
signal on line 8 carrying the binary sequence 0 : 0,1 and 
modifies the polarisation of the modulated light signal in 
dependence on this information signal. Thus the signal 
to be transmitted on line 10 corresponds to the signal 
on line 10 of Figure 4 and the signal shown in Figure 6 
(c). The difference between Figures 4 and 5 is the order 
in which the modulation and polarisation encoding is 
performed. 

[0037] The receiver of Figure 5 operates identically to 
the receiver of Figure 4. 

[0038] The polarisation coder 20 generates a polari- 
sation shift key modulated signal, and the polarisation 
detector demodulates the thus modulated signal. 
[0039] Thus it can be appreciated that in the transmit- 
ter it does not affect the system operation as to the order 
in which the modulation and the polarisation encoding 
takes place. However, in the receiver it is essential that 
the demodulation is performed before the polarisation 
detection. If the polarisation detection were performed 
prior to demodulation, then the amplitude of the light sig- 
nal may be attenuated to such adegree that the demod- 
ulation could not be reliably carried out. 
[0040] The principle of the present invention extends 
to other modulation techniques such as frequency shift 
keying and phase shift keying. Each of the wavelengths 
of light which is polarised at both 0° and 90° can in turn 
be multiplexed in a wavelength division multiplexed 
(WDM) system. 

[0041] To minimise interference between wave- 
lengths, the polarisation angle values for encoding in in- 
dividual wavelengths can be optimised for minimum in- 
ter-wavelength interference. 
; [0042] An important requirement for the use of polar- 
isation encoding according to the present invention is 
that throughout the entire communication path ail the 
optical elements must be of the polarisation-maintaining 
type. The optical fibre used to implement the optical link 
7 must therefore itself be of the polarisation-maintaining 
type, such Lucent Technologies True Wave Fibre. 
[0043] In the above discussion, polarisation angles of 
0° and 90° are referred to. Reference to these angles 
actually is relerence to the relative angle. There is no 
s absolute standard for the angle, so "0°" can in fact be 
anywhere, and 90° means 90° relative to the angle of 
the other polarisation state. This is known, also, as or- 
thogonal polarisation. 



Claims 

1. A method of transmitting information on a light sig- 
nal, comprising: generating a light signal; and ad- 
55 justing the polarisation value of the light signal to 
one of at least two values in dependence on one of 
at least two values of information to be transmitted. 
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2. The method of claim 1 comprising the step of addi- 
tionally modulating the light signal. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the additional mod- 
ulation step comprises one of either amplitude mod- 
ulation, frequency shift key modulation, or phase 
shift key modulation. 

4. An optical transmitter comprising: a light source for 
generating a light signal; and polarisation adjust- 
ment means connected to receive the light signal 
and an information signal having one of at least two 
values, wherein the polarisation value of the light 
signal is adjusted to one of at least two values in 
dependence on the information signal. 

5. The optical transmitter of claim 4, further comprising 
modulation means adapted to modulate the light 
signal. 

6. The optical transmitter of claim 5 wherein the addi- 
tional modulation means is one of either an ampli- 
tude modulation means, a frequency shift key mod- 
ulation means, or a phase shift key modulation 
means. 
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7. A method of receiving information, the information 
- having been transmitted by means of a light signal 

having one of at least two polarisation values rep- 
resenting one of at least two information values, the 
method comprising detecting the polarisation value 
of the transmitted light signal. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the transmitted sig- 
nal is additionally modulated, the method further 
comprising the step of demodulating the light signal 
prior to detecting the polarisation value of the trans- 
mitted signal. 

9. An optical receiver for receiving a light signal having 
one of at least two polarisation values, each polar- 
isation value representing one of at least two values 
of information, comprising a polarisation detector 
connected to receive the light signal and for detect- 
ing the polarisation value of the light signal. 

10. The optical receiver of claim 9 wherein the light sig- 
nal is additionally modulated, the optical receiver 
further comprising a demodulator connected prior 
to the polarisation detector. 
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